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From the Desk of the President
Connie Lesser
How many people do you think would spend part of their vacation visiting other hospitals?
Well I did. My husband and I traveled to Prince Edward Island in Canada last month.
While there, we visited with one of our Thursday morning Front Desk volunteers, Michael
Gallant. He also volunteers while in Canada for the summer. I was lucky enough to get to meet the
Director, Janice, and visit with her. I also got to chat with the Coordinator, Bonnie. I learned that
they were also in transition with Volgistics and discussed the advantages of the program. I also
learned that the Volunteer Department gives the adult volunteers the months of July and August off.
During that time they have somewhere around 200 college students fill in. That is their equivalent of
our Teen Program.
Michael was kind enough to give us a tour of their beautiful facility. Much like ours it is very spread
out. The volunteers and Volunteer Department staff were all very friendly and welcoming. I’d have
to say their volunteer program isn’t much different from ours. As you can see from the photo, it looks
like they too are under some construction. Thanks to Michael for the tour.

We’ve had the new sign-in system in place now since last month…..everyone seems to like it. I hope
you didn’t find it any harder than the previous one. This system has more options that will be useful
to the Volunteer Office.

“Volunteers Soaring with Inner Radiance”
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From the Desk of your DVS
AnnaLuisa Huffman

Happy Fourth of July and a month full of patriotic festivities but did you also know that July is National
“Doghouse Repairs” month? Just a bit of trivia for you!
While we usually think of the summer months as a time to slow down, due to the heat, and the fact that
our roads are less congested, churches are half full, and many people have gone north for the summer,
in all actuality, Manatee Memorial is as busy as ever! It is a good thing that we have the summer teens
here to assist us. An extra set of hands is always welcome and our teens are doing a fantastic job with
a smile on their faces. They have settled in to their departments and are having a wonderful experience
with patients and visitors to MMH.
I am very proud of the wonderful volunteers that give of their time and talent to the hospital and to
the thrift shop. I reflect on the patriotic colors of our American Flag: red, white, and blue and how
each of you embodies these colors in the work that you do.
The color red is often used on flags as a symbol of pride and strength. Red represents power and
courage, excitement, energy, passion, love, desire, speed, strength and power! You do serve Manatee
Memorial Hospital and Thrift Shop with pride. I have heard it in your voices when you tell others where
you volunteer. You bring energy, desire and passion to your volunteer positions or you would not be
coming back each week. To me, you give me strength and power to provide good volunteers to assist
the hospital and the Foundation.
Dark Blue symbolizes integrity, knowledge, power, and seriousness. I know that you all serve with
integrity. It is evident when I see your promptness in reporting to your positions, when I see the
diligence with which you perform your tasks, and the support you give to your co-workers and the staff.
We are truly a strong team as evidenced by all that we give to the Foundation and the Hospital.
White is the color of purity; of good. Your intentions to volunteer are a reflection of all that is good.
You are not working to make money or to gain fame rather, you give out of the goodness of your hearts.
That is “purity” and for that I am so grateful to all of you.
So, may you be PROUD this month. May you radiate RED, WHITE, and BLUE as you continue to
volunteer and give selflessly of yourself to Manatee Memorial Hospital and MMH Foundation Thrift
Store.
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THRIFT SHOP NEWS
Jason Fultz, Manager
Located at 4517 Manatee Avenue W.

Summer is here and our sales are heating up!
May was a great month with sales of $51,181 up from last year by $6,762.
We are going to have a half- price sale on Saturday July 14. So, make sure you stop by for some
great deals.
Our teens are back, and they are some of the best we have had since I have worked at the Thrift
Shop. We are looking forward to the oncoming weeks with them.
Donations are still coming in strong, it normally slows down in the summer but not this year. We have
had two people on the back door all day long just to keep up. It is a great problem to have, we are
blessed! HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY

Shop where your dollars stay in Manatee County

Sally Scarborough, Manager

Happy July!
Our summer has been nice, smooth sailing!

We have teen volunteers from several high schools, and

one who has already graduated. One is following her older sister, who was also a teen volunteer in the
Gift Shop. They’re very helpful and fun. We’d love to have you come in and say hello to them!
We’re planning a fun Christmas in July Sale beginning July 22 through the end of the month. You’ll
find holiday and everyday merchandise at bargain prices. Come and see us, you’ll be surprised at what
you may find!
Stay healthy and come visit your Gift Shop!
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Meet Our New

Rachel Bailey

Ruth Heath

Logan Bell

Carol Bintz

Vincent Hoffman

Lillian Foley

Sheila Patel

Delena Jeffers

April Piccirillo

Foundation/Auxiliary Philosophy of Giving
The MMH Foundation/Auxiliary’s mission is to support MMH in providing compassionate and dedicated care to all those
who are in distress of mind or body. We serve more t han 50 depart ments within the hospital such as the Infor mation
Desk, file clerks, patient transporters, Gift Shoppe, Thrift Shop assistants, shuttle drivers, spiritual care providers
and many mor e. As an independent 501(c)3 non-pr ofit organization, we also make substantial contributions to charitable
organizations in our community in the for m of grants, donations and scholarships.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
Volunteering is an act of heroism----it’s an act of heroism on a grand scale. And it matters
profoundly. It does more than help people beat the odds; it changes the odds.
~ George H.W. Bush
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Volunteer Hours Report
For May 2018
Connie Lesser, Hours Chairman

100 HOURS

100 HOURS
Deborah Bifulco

500 HOURS
Lee Ann Acol

5500 HOURS
Sam Krusa-Gillespie

1000 HOURS
Melissa Fazio

9500 HOURS
Fred Barnes

Betty Edwards
Eunice Hartshorn
Janet Krueger
Mary Sultana

Sunshine Report
Karlene Rowland, Corresponding Secretary

Get Well

Sympathy

Thinking of You

James Martin

Ashley Fields

Tom Murray

Fran Ingallinera

Family of Deanna Warner

Sally Leeper

Tom Murray

Thomas Sams

Sue Barrett

Cindy Ross

Valerie Schiller

Deanie Anderson

Eleanor Polaski

Vera Parker

Aline Jandreau
Maria Olvera
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July 2018
SUN
1

MON
2

TUE

WED

THUR

FRI

SAT

3

4

5

6

7

10

11

12

13

14

Orientation

8

9

HCI $6 SALE
7A – 4P
MAIN LOBBY

15

16

17

Thrift
Shop

18

19

20

21

25

26

27

28

AUXILIARY
BOARD MTG

22

23

24

The Gift Shop is holding their Christmas in July Sale from
July 22nd thru the end of the month.

29

30

31
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